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fighting the whole decisive battle till the evening,
maintaining its position before the enemy. It did not
retire in the course of the battle and was not defeated.
It is impossible that the awful havoc which befalls an
army maintaining its position would reach such an
imaginary figure. It is reasonable to say that the
losses of the Muslims were great in these terrible
battles, which the Muslim chronicle admits. But
these losses could not exceed several ten thousand
men in an army of not more than one hundred thou-
sand. A clear proof of this is the caution of the
Franks and their reluctance to pursue the Arabs after
the battle and the fear that their retirement was a
military stratagem. If the Muslim army had been
torn to pieces, the Franks would have lost no time to
pursue and entirely crush it. But it was strong and
numerous enough to intimidate the enemy.32 But the
loss of the Muslims was tremendous as regards quality
owing to the death of Abdul Rahman and many of the
leaders and generals of the army. Indeed, the death
of Abdul Rahman was most disastrous ; he was the
best governor of Andalusia, the greatest general Islam
ever produced in the West, and the only man who,
with his prestige and strong character, could unite the
i Muslims in Spain. His death in these critical condi-
tions was therefore a great calamity to the ideals of
Islam and the plans of the Caliphate to conquer the
West.33
Modern criticism attaches great importance to
this decisive encounter between Islam and Christen-
dom, and points to its grave and far reaching effects
in changing the destinies of Christendom and of the
nations of the West, and consequently in changing the
history of the whole world. The following are some
of the opinions of the foremost historians and thinkers
of the West on this subject.
Edward Gibbon says that the events of this battle
" rescued our ancestors of Britain, and our neighbours